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A New Censorship Issue 


An important issue has arisen in the State of New 
York with the banning from public showing of the re- 
cently made motion picture, “The Birth of a Baby.” The 
Motion Picture Division of the State Education Depart- 
ment has ruled against the picture under Article 43 of 
the State Education Law, which provides for official 
censorship of motion pictures. It should be noted that 
New York is one of the six states which have established 
censorship by law. The failure to license this film means 
that it is found in whole or in part to be “obscene, inde- 
cent, immoral, inhuman, sacrilegious” or to be “of such 
character that its exhibition would tend to corrupt morals 
or incite to crime.” 

The situation thus created raises serious issues of 
public policy. Admittedly the picture is of extraordinary 
quality, was scientifically directed, delicately executed, and 
aimed at accomplishing a well-conceived educational pur- 
pose. It was made at the instance of The American Com- 
mittee on Maternal Welfare, Inc. This Committee includes 
representatives of the following organizations: American 
Association of Obstetricians, Gynecologists and Abdomi- 
nal Surgeons; American College of Surgeons; American 
Gynecological Society; American Hospital Association ; 
American Public Health Association; Central Association 
of Obstetricians and Gynecologists; Chicago Maternity 
Center ; Children’s Bureau, U. S. Department of Labor ; 
Maternity Center Association of New York; National 
Medical Association; National Organization for Public 
Health Nursing; Pacific Coast Society of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology; Section on Obstetrics and Gynecology of 
the American Medical Association; Southern Medical 
Association; U. S. Bureau of the Census; U. S. Public 
Health Service. 


The purposes of the picture as stated by the Com- 
mittee are seven in number: (1) to reduce maternal and 
infant mortality and morbidity; (2) to avert fear of child 
bearing; (3) to prevent abortion; (4) to warn against 
the dangers of promiscuity; (5) to impress fathers with 
their responsibilities; (6) to present sex in its proper 
relation to life; and (7) to entertain. 

In explanation of these objectives the Committee cites 
the fact that the United States has one of the highest 
maternal mortality rates among civilized countries. It 
points out that 15,000 women die in child-birth every year 
in the United States, and 75,000 babies do not “live to 
enjoy the warm affection of those who have brought them 
into the world.” At the same time, child bearing holds 
unnecessary terrors for women which the picture under- 
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takes to allay. Another recognized evil is the prevalence 
of abortions, most of which are intentional, and abortion 
is more dangerous than actual child-birth. 

The picture is also aimed at assisting the war on 
venereal disease by showing the desirability of premarital 
examination and re-examination at the time of preg- 
nancy. Moreover, the makers of the picture have had 
in mind the widespread ignorance on the part of fathers 
of what is involved in pregnancy and child-birth, and 
their consequent lack of sympathy and helpfulness. 

An effort is also made to present the sex theme without 
sentimentality or prudery, and at the same time with 
the utmost delicacy and reverence. Persons who have 
seen the picture at private showings have failed to find 
a salacious word in it or a suggestive hint. On the con- 
trary, they have been amazed at the delicate handling on 
the screen of a subject about which there is such de- 
plorable ignorance and misapprehension. For the most 
part, apparently, those who are opposing the release of 
the picture admit that for restricted showing for purely 
“scientific” and “educational” purposes it is a highly 
commendable production. 

It is just at this point that the most serious issue 
arises. Release of the picture is being opposed precisely 
because it is educational. The argument is put forward 
that the screen is for entertainment, not for education, 
and that since’ the prime purpose of this picture is to 
educate and the entertainment feature is only incidental 
it has no place on the screen. It need hardly be said that 
from the point of view of educators this is not only a most 
unwholesome but an altogether unrealistic contention. 
It cuts across the assumption of all modern education 
that the educative process is carried on through a variety 
of informal activities and interests and that it is closely 
a to the satisfactions and enjoyments of the indi- 
vidual. 

This doctrine of the separation of entertainment from 
education has two obviously anti-social consequences. 
First, it would deny the most potent medium of mass edu- 
cation now existing to those who, from altogether disin- 
terested social motives, seek to use it. Secondly, it would 
allow the film industry to escape responsibility for the 
educational consequences of its product. Nothing is more 
generally recognized among educators than that there is 
a negative aspect of education in the form of miseduca- 
tion. To hold all entertainment agencies responsible for 
the actual educational effects of their programs is mani- 
festly of the utmost social importance. To divorce enter- 
tainment from education in the development and en- 
forcement of standards would seem to be precisely com- 
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parable to the divorcement of business practices from 
religion. Neither can be attempted without disastrous 
results. 

A second issue which this case presents has to do with 
the interpretation of the law as defining the obscene, the 
indecent and the immoral. It has actually been con- 
tended in public print that this picture is comparable 
to what is known as the “strip-tease” dance. On the 
contrary, the absence of every element that gives such 
vulgar performances their salacious appeal is one of the 
things that most impress the spectator in “The Birth of 
a Baby.” If the terms of the law can be construed as 
banning such a performance it is difficult to see how the 
public is to have any protection from mere caprice in 
the interpretation of the statute. 

One objection, however, to the public release of the 
picture is more rational and understandable. It is that 
in a public theatre there are many very youthful persons 
and many persons who, for one reason or another, may 
be extraordinarily sensitive. Such persons, it is argued, 
might be harmfully affected by the reactions of frivolous 
or vulgar-minded individuals who may entirely miss the 
serious purport and essential beauty of the picture. It is 
pointed out that exploitive advertising of the picture 
may invite to the theatre persons whose interest is en- 
tirely sensual. Would parents, it is asked, care to have 
such very valuable education as this picture affords given 
in such a setting? 


The Committee on Maternal Welfare, which sponsors 
the film, has been very sensitive to these considerations 
and has undertaken to safeguard the picture in a number 
of ways. The policy is not to release it for showing 
anywhere without the prior endorsement of the state and 
county medical associations so that it will go into the 
community under sponsorship which distinguishes it 
from the sensational offerings that are common on the 
screen. Furthermore, the exhibitor is bound by contract 


not to release the picture in conjunction with any other 
feature. Also, the contract forbids the use of any publicity 
material not approved in writing. In reply to the con- 
tention that these precautions cannot be carried out when 
the picture is released for very general showing, the Com- 
mittee points to the fact that in 25 communities where 
the picture has been shown in Minnesota not one unto- 
ward incident has been reported. 

At this writing, the matter is in abeyance pending 
appeal to the State Board of Regents who are expected 
shortly to give a final decision. The sponsoring Com- 
mittee is daily accumulating testimony to the high quality 
and educational value of the picture. 


Lower Housing Costs Essential 


High costs, bad organization, and archaic legal restric- 
tions are stated to be the chief obstacles to a revival of 
the building industry by Miles L. Colean in a pamphlet, 
Can America Build Houses? brought out by the Public 
Affairs Committee of 8 West 40th Street, New York, 
N. Y. Mr. Colean is Deputy Administrator in charge of 
Large Scale Housing for the Federal Housing Admin- 
istration. 

In order to meet the accumulated need for houses, par- 
ticularly for the low-income groups, the United States 
must build nearly three times as many dwellings as were 
constructed in 1936 or 1937, Mr. Colean estimates. 

The achievement of this goal is set forth as a definite 
challenge to private enterprise, since the government event- 
ually must build houses if the building industry falls down 
on its job. “Organizing talent similar to that which pro- 
duced the automobile industry is required to transform 
the present chaotic conditions in the building industry into 
a unified, productive program.” 

Special stress is laid on the need for houses for the 
under-privileged and low-income groups who have been 
almost entirely neglected hitherto. - 


FIFTY TITLES CLASSIFIED AND ANNOTATED 


Prepared by the Commission for the Study of Christian 
Unity, Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 


This bibliography is intended to be as comprehensive 
as possible within its limits. It supplies a minimum of 
material on the doctrine and history of the Church. It 
covers somewhat proportionately all the meanings of 
“unity” recognized by the Report of the Edinburgh World 
Conference on Faith and Order. Its selection of titles 
deliberately emphasizes American movements for unity 
or world movements in which the American churches are 
actively participating. 

Because of their current interest, this bibliography in- 
cludes a relatively large number of recent publications 
prepared for or distributed by the World Conference on 
Faith and Order. The more extensive announcements 
of publications issued by the several ecumenical move- 
ments should be consulted. 


A Preliminary Working Bibliography of Christian Unity from the American Standpoint 


- THe CuurcH 


The Church, Catholic and Protestant. By William Adams 
Brown. New York, Scribner, 1935. $2.75, 


An interpretation of the two great _ traditions 
and what they can learn from each other. 


The Church and Its Function in Society. By W. A. Visser 
’t Hooft and J. H. Oldham. Chicago, Willett, 1937. $2.00. 
Written by two outstanding leaders to supply a funda- 

mental background for the studies and reports of the 1937 

Oxford Conference on Church, Community and State. 


Unitive Protestantism: A Study in Our Religious Resources. 
By John T. McNeill. New York, Abingdon, 1930. $3.00 
An able historical exposition confuting the opinion that 
the Protestant spirit is essentially one of atomic individual- 
ism and stressing the inherent integrative tendencies which 
characterize Protestantism. 


Tue AMERICAN CHURCHES 


Story of Religions in America. By William Warren Sweet. 

New York, Harper, 1930. $4.00. 

An authoritative but popularly written American church 
history, which does equal justice to controversies and divi- 
sions and movements toward unity. 

Religious Background of American Culture. By Thomas C. 

Hall. Boston, Little, 1930. $3.00. 

The relation of the religious origins and characteristics 
of the American population to the formation of the national 
type. 
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Social Sources of Denominationalism. By H. Richard Nie- 
buhr. New York, Holt, 1929. $2.50. 

An original and challenging interpretation of religious 
development in America, showing the role played by social 
classes, sectionalism, race and immigration in producing the 
denominations as we know them. 


The Protestant Church As a Social Institution. By H. Paul 
Douglass and Edmund DeS. Brunner. New York, Harper, 
1935. $2.50. 

A generalization and interpretation of the main findings 
of the numerous first-hand surveys of both urban and rural 
churches, made by the Institute of Social and Religious 
Research. Chapters on “Cooperation and Integration of the 
Churches” and “The Promise of Unity.” 


The Small Sects in America. By Elmer T. Clark. Nashville, 

Cokesbury, 1937. $2.00. 

A scholarly study of two hundred small and obscure 
religious denominations in the United States and the reasons 
for their divergence from the main current of religious life. 
Based on an extraordinary range of source material. 


Protestantism in the United States. By Archer B. Bass. 

New York, Crowell, 1929. $3.00. 

An informative popular exposition, with statistical tables 
from the 1926 Federal Census of Religious Bodies. Part I— 
Denominationalism in the U. S.; Part II—Interdenomina- 
tionalism in the U. S 


GENERAL Discussions 


Reunion of Christendom: A Survey of the Present Position. 
Edited by James Marchant. New York, Holt, 1929. $3.00. 
Expositions of distinctive positions by representatives 

(chiefly Europeans) of the major denominational families and 

types. Includes the text of the Papal Encyclical on “Foster- 

ing True Religious Unity.” 


Christian Unity in Practice and Prophecy. By Charles S. 
Macfarland. New York, Macmillan, 1933. $1.00. 
The most complete and informing narrative of the devel- 
opment of unity among the churches of the world. Covers 
all aspects but stresses cooperative and federal union. 


The Doctrine of the Church and Christian Reunion. By A. C. 
Headlam. New York, Longmans, 1920. $4.00. 


Moderate Anglicanism reinforced by sound scholarship. 


The Lambeth Conference, 1930: Encyclical Letter from the 
Bishops with Resolutions and Reports. New York, Mac- 
millan. $1.40; paper, $1.00. 

The official Anglican position on the unity of the Church 
elaborated and given concrete applications. 


Church Unity. By F. H. Knubel. New York, United Luth- 
eran Pub., 1937. 75 cents. 


A conservative exposition from an American Lutheran 
viewpoint. 


What Is the Faith? 
Cokesbury, 1937. 
Recent British “high-church Congregationalism.” Holds 

that the faith can be defined and the word expounded only 

within the Church, and that unity and catholicity are neces- 


mg A marks of the Church, metaphysically and not simply 
In 1dea, 


Nathaniel Micklem. Nashville, 


Christian Reunion in Ecumenical Light. 
Hall. New York, Macmillan, 1930. $1.40. 
An American Anglo-Catholic discussion, which views with 

alarm many current tendencies in the Anglican church. 


The Scandal of Christianity. By Peter Ainslie. 
Willett, 1929. $1.00. 


A vigorous attack on denominationalism in the light of the 


“equality of all Christians before God,” by a notable American 
leader of the Disciples of Christ. 


By Francis J. 


Chicago, 


Tue “FairH AND OrpER” DocuMENTS 
Faith and Order: Proceedings of the World Conference, 
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Lausanne, 1927. Edited by H. W. Bate. New York, Har- 

per, 1927. $2.50. 

The full record of the first World Conference in the interest 
of church unity, including history, discussions, texts of 
reports and lists of delegates and officers. 


Convictions, Edited by Leonard Hodgson. New York, Mac- 
millan, 1934. $3.00. 
A selection from the official responses of the churches 
of the world to the Reports of the Lausanne Conference. 


The Meanings of Unity: Report No. 1. Prepared by the 
Commission on the Renee Unity in Life and Worship, 
World Conference on Faith and Order. Pamphlet No. 82. 
By Angus Dun. New York, Harper, 1937. 40 cents. 

A constructive study of the relations of spiritual unity to 
church union, and of the special places of cooperation, federa- 


tion and corporate union as steps toward or aspects of the 
ultimate goal. 


The Church of Christ and the World of God: Report of 
Commission II. Pamphlet No. 87. New York, World 
Conference on Faith and Order (111 Sth Ave.), 1937. 10 
cents. 

A narrative of the work of the Commission and a statement 
of its conclusions as to “The Word and the Church,” “The 

Word and the Ministry,” and “The Word and the Churches.” 


The Minis and Sacraments: Report of Commission III. 
Pamphlet No. 81. New York, World Conference on Faith 
and Order (111 5th Ave.), 1937. 10 cents. 


A narrative of the work of the Commission; a review of 


the positions of numerous churches and a statement of 
conclusions. 


The Ministry and the Sacraments. Edited by Roderic Dun- 
kerley. New York, Macmillan, 1937. $5.00. 
Elaborate studies prepared for Commission III of the 
World Conference on Faith and Order, on which their report 
for the 1937 Conference was based. 


The Non-Theological Factors in the Making and Unmaking 
of Church Union: Report No. 3. Prepared by the Com- 
mission on the Church’s Unity in Life and Worship, World 
Conference on Faith and Order. Pamphlet No. 84. By 
Willard L. Sperry. New York, Harper, 1937. 40 cents. 

A study of such influences as culture, race and language, 
which have been the occasions of division in the Church and 
which affect its prospect of unity. 


Next Steps on the Road to a United Church. Report No. 5. 
Prepared by the Commission on the Church’s Unity in 
Life and Worship, World Conference on Faith and Order. 
Pamphlet No. 85. By William Adams Brown. New York, 
Harper, 1937. 40 cents. 

Practical suggestions for the more effective expression of 
existing unity and for further progress, based on a careful 
analysis of the issues involved. 


The Doctrine of Grace. Edited by W. T. Whitley. New 
York, Macmillan, 1932. $4.50. 


Essays contributed by the members of the first Theological 
Commission of the World Conference on Faith and Order, 
on which their report for the 1937 Conference was based. 


Report of the Second World Conference on Faith and Order. 
ew York, World Conference on Faith and Order (111 
5th Ave.), 1937. 10 cents. Special rates for quantities. 

The complete report of the 1937 Edinburgh Conference 
as finally received by the Conference for transmission to the 
churches; also the Affirmation of Unity, and recommendations 
regarding the proposed World Council of Churches. 


Discussion Outlines. Based on the Report of the World 
Conference on Faith and Order, Edinburgh, 1937. By 
Angus Dun. Joint Executive Committee for Life and Work 
and Faith and Order, 297 Fourth Ave., New York, 1938. 
In preparation. 


Documents on Christian Unity. Edited by G. K. A. Bell. 
First-Second Series, 1920-24; 1924-30. New York, Oxford, 
1930. 2 vol., $5.00. Each volume $2.50. 

The most important single collection of source materials 
for the period covere 
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AMERICAN Unity MovEMENTS 


Church Unity Movements in the United States. By H. Paul 
Douglass. New York, Harper, 1934. $2.00. 

A survey of the present status of the interest in church 
union and its prospects for the future. Based on responses 
circulated questionnaires and a “church union 
allot.” 


Church Union in Canada: Its Causes and Consequences. 
By Claris Edwin Silcox. New York, Harper, 1933. $3.00. 
An indispensable source of information and a fascinating 

story vividly presented. Records the “seamy side” as well 

as the conspicuous success of this great union. 


Church Comity. By H. Paul Douglass. New York, Harper, 

1929. (Out of print.) 

A study of cooperative church extension in American 
cities, with detailed statement of procedures and precedents 
actually in use to unify the administrative activities of 
denominational church extension. 


Protestant Cooperation in American Cities. By H. Paul 
Douglass. New York, Institute of Social and Religious 
Research, 1930. (Out of print.) 

An appraisal of the church federation movement, based 
on first-hand studies of federations and councils of churches 
as going concerns. 


Community Programs for Cooperating Churches. Edited by 
Roy B. Guild and Ross W. Sanderson. New York, Asso- 
ciation Press, 1933. 25 cents. 
In the light of a quarter-century’s experience in the 
federation movement, answers the question: What can local 
churches do together, and how? 


United Churches. By Elizabeth R. Hooker. 
Doran, 1926. (Out of print.) 
A study of the development of local church unions in 
rural America. Based on extensive correspondence and field 
investigations, supplemented by practical suggestions. 


Church Union from the Ground Up. By H. Paul Douglass. 
Christendom, vol. 1, no. 5, p. 840-54. 
An interpretation of the movement for local church union 
in the United States. Largely based on first-hand case 
studies of union and community churches. 


New York, 


Home Missions Today and Tomorrow: A Review and a 
Forecast. Edited by Hermann N. Morse. New York, 
Home Missions Council, 1934. $2.00. 

The product of six years of extensive surveys and intensive 
studies of all phases of home missions from the interdenomi- 
national viewpoint. 


Annual, Biennial and Quadrennial Reports: Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America. New York (1936 

last date). 

Periodic records of the progress of working federal unity 

among the American churches. The original and authentic 

source-materials of the movement. 


Federal Council Bulletin. New York, Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. onthly except during 
July and August. $1.00 per year. 


_A review of current interdenominational activities and 
interests in the United States and Canada. 


ASPECTS OF THE WipER EcuMENICAL MovEeMENT 
Christian Unity. By Gaius Jackson Slosser. New York, 
Dutton, 1929. $5.00. 


_ An extensive history of the movements for Christian unity 
in all lands and times, with valuable chronological tables. 
Unequaled as a compendium of the subject. 


Steps Toward a World Council. By Charles S. Macfarland. 
ew York, Revell, 1938. $1.25. 


A brief history of the ecumenical movement, tracing its 


development and the final convergence of its currents in a 
proposed world-organ for the churches of Christendom. 


The Oxford Conference (Official Report). By J. H. Oldham. 

Chicago, Willett, 1937. $2.00. 

Summary of the preparatory work, the full reports of 
the Sections, excerpts from addresses, lists of delegates, and 
record of official actions of the 1937 Conference on “Church, 
Community and State.” 


Church and Community: Oxford Conference Study Series 

ased on the Message and Reports of the Oxford Con- 
ference on Church, Community and State. New Yor 
Universal Christian Council, 1937. Set (six booklets) 7. 
cents. Single copy 15 cents; special rates for quantities. 


The Message and the five Oxford Reports with Discussion 
Outlines for use in churches and educational institutions. 
The sixth booklet of the series on the Nature and Function of the 
Church draws on the Edinburgh Conference Report. 


Conspectus of Cooperative Missionary Enterprises. B: 
Charles H. Fahs and Helen Davis. New York, 
tional Missionary Council, 1935. $1.25. 


An impressive record of interdenominational yy of 
many sorts going on in all parts of the far-flung mission field; 
but omits cases of formal ecclesiastical unions. 


Proposed Scheme of Union: of the Church of India, Burma 
and ——, the South India United Church, and the South 
India Synod of the Methodist Church. Fifth Ed. Madras, 
Christian Literature Society for India, 1935. 

The current revision of the epoch-making Scheme of Union, 
with appendices showing changes from earlier versions which 
are desired by several of the negotiating churches. 


A Decade of Objective Progress in Church Unity. By H. 

Paul Douglass. New York, Harper, 1937. $1.50. 

A factual study of over sixty projects for unions of 
churches in many countries since 1927. Prepared for the 
World Conference on Faith and Order and accepted as data 
for its Report. 


Outline of a Reunion Scheme for the Church of England and 
Evangelical Free Churches of England. Joint Conference of 
Church of England and Evangelical Free Churches of 
—— London, Student Christian Movement Press, 


Based on the thesis that “there can be little valuable dis- 
cussion of union in England until a scheme is suggested,” 
and outlining possible terms of the union in considerable 
detail. 


The Practice of Intercommunion and the Doctrine of the 
Church. Joint Conference of Church of England and 
Evangelical Free Churches of England. London, Student 
Christian Movement Press, 1938. 

A brief but cogent inquiry issued as a “stimulus to study 
and discussion.” The product of prolonged conversations 
between Anglicans and Free Churchmen in England. 


OrHeErR BIBLIOGRAPHIES 


A List of Recommended Books. New York, World Confer- 
ence on Faith and Order (111 5th Ave.), 1936. 


Includes numerous titles chosen by leaders of about forty 
participating denominations, as the most acceptable state- 
ments of the history and outlook of their respective churches. 


Christian Unity: A Bibliography. By A. Senaud. World’s 
Committee of Y. M. C. A.’s, Geneva, Switzerland, 1937. 
8 francs. 

An elaborate list of 1,959 titles. Part I—International 
Relations Between Churches; Part II—International Chris- 
tian Movements. Omits unity movements within the several 
nations and among closely-related denominations. Fails to 
include many essential American titles, but invaluable in the 
fields which it covers. 


[See also List of Publications, World Conference on Faith 
and Order, 111 Fifth Ave., New York City, and Publications: 
Oxford Conference on Church, Community and State. Uni- 
versal Christian Council, 297 Fourth Ave., New York City.] 
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